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We have Crossed Over From Death to Life

“Almighty and most merciful God, pour out on us Your abundant blessing that all who in true faith share this night in joyful celebration of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead may be filled with your heavenly benediction. Once we were in darkness, but now we are in the Light, even Jesus Christ, our Lord.”


The climax of what began on Maundy Thursday is reached in this service, which is full of contrasts darkness and light, death and light, chaos and order, slavery and freedom. The Cross is vindicated as the Lord’s throne, and the fullness of salvation finds expression--creation and redemption, Old Testament and New Testament, Baptism and the Holy Communion. Through the Word the Sacraments are revealed as God’s means of salvation.


The Vigil of Easter is comprised of four services (1) The Service of Light; (2) The Service of Readings; (3) The Service of Holy Baptism; and (4) The First Service of Easter.

Service of Light

All gather outside

M 
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C 
Amen.

M 
The Lord be with you.

C 
And with your spirit.

M 
Let us pray . . .  

C 
Amen.

M 
Let us pray . . .  

C 
Thanks be to God.

All follow the minister & the Paschal Candle into the church.

At the entrance to the Nave

M 
The light of Christ!

C 
Thanks be to God!

At the Altar

M 
The light of Christ!

C 
Thanks be to God!

The Easter Proclamation

M 
Rejoice, now all you heavenly choirs of angels; rejoice now, all creation; sound forth, trumpet of salvation, and proclaim the triumph of our King. Rejoice also, O earth, enlightened with such radiance; and, made brilliant by the splendor of the eternal King, know that the ancient darkness has been banished from all the world. Be glad also, O Church of Christ, clothed with the brightness of such a Light, and let this house resound with the triumphant voices of the peoples. Wherefore, dearly beloved, who stand in the clarity of this the bright and holy light, join with me, I ask you, in praising the loving kindness of almighty God.

M 
The Lord be with you.

C 
And also with you.

M 
Lift up your hearts.

C 
We lift them to the Lord.

M 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C 
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

M 
It is truly good, right, and salutary . . .the proclamation continues

C 
Amen.

Service of Readings

M 
In this most holy night our Savior, Christ, the Lord, broke the power of death and by His resurrection brought life and salvation to all creation. Let us praise the Lord, for He truly keeps His Word. The Sun of Righteousness has dawned upon us who have sat in darkness and in the shadow of death.

First Reading


The Creation, Genesis 1:1–2:2

M 
This is the Word of the Lord.

C 
Thanks be to God.

M 
Let us pray . . .  

C 
Amen.

Second Reading


The Flood, Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13

M 
This is the Word of the Lord.

C 
Thanks be to God.

M 
Let us pray . . .  

C 
Amen.

Third Reading


Abraham’s Sacrifice of Isaac, Genesis 22:1-18

M 
This is the Word of the Lord.

C 
Thanks be to God.

M 
Let us pray . . .  

C 
Amen.

Fourth Reading
Israel’s Deliverance at the Sea, Exodus 14:10–15:1

M 
This is the Word of the Lord.

C 
Thanks be to God.

M 
Let us pray . . .  

C 
Amen.

Fifth Reading
Salvation Offered Freely to All, Isaiah 55

M 
This is the Word of the Lord.

C 
Thanks be to God.

M 
Let us pray . . .  

C 
Amen.

Sixth Reading
A New Heart and a New Spirit, Ezekiel 36:24-28

M 
This is the Word of the Lord.

C 
Thanks be to God.

M 
Let us pray . . .  

C 
Amen.

Seventh Reading
Faith Strained But Victorious, Job 19:20-27
M 
This is the Word of the Lord.

C 
Thanks be to God.

M 
Let us pray . . .  

C 
Amen.

Eighth Reading
The Gathering of God’s People, Zephaniah 3:12-20
M 
This is the Word of the Lord.

C 
Thanks be to God.

M 
Let us pray . . .  

C 
Amen.

Ninth Reading


The Fiery Furnace, Daniel 3:1–30
M 
This is the Word of the Lord.

C 
Thanks be to God.

M 
Let us pray . . .  

C 
Amen.

Service of Holy Baptism

Hymn of Baptism


We are united with Him into a death like His, and we shall be united with Him in a resurrection like His.

LSB 590, “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy”
The Reading of Romans 6:3-11

M 
Let us pray . . .

C 
Amen.

M 
In holy Baptism we are forgiven our sins and granted a new life in Christ, our Lord. We solemnly renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways; we confess the gift of faith in God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. I ask you anew:  Do you renounce the devil?

C 
Yes, I renounce him.

M
Do you renounce all his works?

C 
Yes, I renounce them.

M
Do you renounce all his ways?

C 
Yes, I renounce them.

M 
Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth?
C 
Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

M 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son?

C 
Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, as Crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

M 
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

C 
Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
The Baptism of Jonathan Crawford

P
Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of water and the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life  everlasting.
C
Amen.

The Reception of Rachel Crawford

M 
Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who has given to you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life everlasting.

C 
Amen.

M
Peace be with you.

C
Amen.

Service of Prayer

M 
O Lord,

C 
Have mercy on us.
M 
O Christ,

C 
Have mercy on us.
M 
O Lord,

C 
Have mercy on us.
M 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,

C 
Hear us.
M 
Paschal Lamb, who was offered for us and has taken away the sin of the world,

C 
Have mercy on us.

M 
Who was crucified for our transgressions and raised for our justification,

C 
Have mercy on us.
M 
Who foretold Your Passion saying, “The Son of Man must be crucified and on the third day rise again,”

C 
Have mercy on us.
M 
Who destroyed Death by dying, and by rising to life again brought life and immortality to light,

C 
Have mercy on us.
M 
Whose resurrection was first announced by an angel to the women,

C 
Have mercy on us.
M 
Who appeared to Mary Magdalene and was worshiped by her 

C 
Have mercy on us.
M 
Who revealed Yourself to the two disciples on the Emmaus road and made Yourself known to them in the Scriptures and in the breaking of the bread,

C 
Have mercy on us.
M 
Who appeared to the disciples, bestowing on them Your peace and Your Spirit,

C 
Have mercy on us.
M 
Who showed Your wounded hands and side to the apostle Thomas that he too might believe,

C 
Have mercy on us.
M 
Who appeared to seven disciples on the Sea of Tiberius, bringing a miraculous catch of fish,

C 
Have mercy on us.
M 
Who appeared to Peter and to the Twelve, to over 500 disciples, to James and to all the apostles, and to Paul on the Damascus road,

C 
Have mercy on us.
M 
Who commissioned Your Church to make disciples of all nations by baptizing and teaching them,

C 
Have mercy on us.
M 
By Your glorious resurrection from the dead,

C 
Good Lord, deliver us.
M 
By Your victory over sin and death,

C 
Good Lord, deliver us.
M 
By the majesty of Your risen body,

C 
Good Lord, deliver us.
M 
We poor sinners implore You,

C 
To hear us, Lord Jesus.
M 
That we may daily die and rise with You in our Baptism and walk in the freedom of Your forgiveness,

C 
Grant us, good Lord.
M 
That we may set our minds on things above and not on earthly things, serving others as we have been served by You,

C 
Grant us, good Lord.
M 
That we may dwell with You forever in the new creation as citizens of the heavenly Jerusalem, together with all the saints,

C 
Grant us, good Lord.
M 
O Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,

C 
Have mercy on us.
M 
O Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,

C 
Have mercy on us.
M 
O Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,

C 
Grant us Your peace.
M 
O Lord, 

C 
Have mercy on us.
M 
O Christ, 

C 
Have mercy on us.
M 
O Lord,

C 
Have mercy on us.  Amen.
Service of the Word

Easter Acclamation
M 
Alleluia! Christ is risen!

C 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Hymn of Praise


Our voices proclaim the joy of our Lord’s resurrection. 

LSB 482, “This Joyful Eastertide”
Salutation and Collect of the Day

M 
The Lord be with you.

C 
And also with your spirit.
M 
O God, You made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s resurrection. Preserve in us the spirit of adoption which You have given so that, made alive in body and soul, we may serve You purely; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C 
Amen.

M
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 16th chapter

C 
Glory to You, O Lord.

M 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C 
Praise to You, O Christ.

M 
Let us pray. O God, for our redemption You gave Your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross and by His glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of the enemy. Grant that all our sin may be drowned through daily repentance and that day by day we may arise to live before You in righteousness and purity forever; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C 
Amen.

M 
Let us bless the Lord.

C 
Thanks be to God.

M 
The Almighty and merciful Lord, the Father and  Son and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.

C 
Amen.

Pastor: The Rev. Stewart D. Crown
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